J. ALMON, oppoſite Burli 


Piccadilly. - 
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[I enquiring into the cauſe of the horrid ex- 


0 ceſſes, to which the preſenting of the Peti- 

tion from the Proteſtant Aſſociation, has ſo un- 
_ happily given riſe, moſt of the warm advocates 
of the ſeveral parties content themſelves with 
throwing cenſure each on his adverſary, while 


they neglect to conſider the queſtion in its true 


light, or to prevent the encreaſe of the diſorder, 
by endeavouring to do away the prejudices 
from which it has originated, 


A2 Infinite 


— 


3 


1 a . =P men ae. profels themſelves the ad- 
vocates for religion. 


— 


Unfortunately their mT has anſwered their 
. molt ſanguine expectations. I e nation has been 
chrbun ( into a. gefleral ferm . The coujEF 
has caught the panic of the capital. Every man 
communicates his fears to his neighbour, and 
without giving themſelves time to conſider what 
the evils are, which they are tüld they have to 
dread, or whether they have any exiſtence, they 
agree in concluding that ſomething muſt be done 
7 ſatisfy che general diſcontent; :** The Proteſtant 


« religion is in danger. The prayer of the Peti- 
tioners ſeems to meet with univerſal concur- 


rence, and muſt be granted. The act in favour 
of the Papiſts muſt be repealed, and the natton 
delivered from the great calamily with which it 
is threatened by the encouragement given t to thoſe 
Powerful ſecraries, and their ala: ming encreaſe 
* fince tbe repeal of the penal laws.” 
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This is the cry; whether the allegdtions which 
ge riſe to it be true or falſe, is out of the 
queſtion. The deſtructive flame that has been 
kindled, and the equally dangerous remedy that 
has been applied to extinguith it, awake all our 
fears, and in our anxiety to guard againſt them, 
we admit facts without proof, we take up con- 


cluſions 


5 


* 


— 


. 
* ES * 
; * 
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cluſions without examinations, we throw aſide 


thing to do in the late diſturbances ? 


* 


all reaſon, reflection, juſtice, every Princip 
ſound policy and N ww 


It is ſurely time to recover our ſenſes, and to 


think a little cooly and diſpaſſionately on the ſub- 


ject. After having ſuffered the fury of a tu- 
multuary populace, and the ſuggeſtions of our 


own fears to hurry us away thus far, it is. ſurely 
time to turn round, and examine quictly, whence 


all this, has proceeded, and what remains to be 


done in · the preſent . 


* 2 with order. in this enquiry, it will 
be e to propoſe to ourſelves the follow! ing 
ne, Send 


Fürd, Has the nen religion had any 


Second, What is this Petition? Who has 
ſigned it? Does the prayer of it meet with uni- 
verſal conſent ? And ſhould it conſequently com- 
mand the attention and compliance of the repre- 
ſantatives of the people, as the inſtruſtions of a 


decided majority of their conſtituent's ſhould at 
all times do, and on all occaſions ? 


Third, Has the late a& in favour of the Pa- 
piſts been properly repreſented to the people ? 
| Does 


F Does it amount to a repent: of the penal laws? 
Does it tend to the eſtabliſnment of that ſect? 
Have they encreaſed to an alarming degree ſince 
we time of its ane, org : : 

Fourth, Should e or the otinciphl of found 
m—_ reg te br, arr to _ * _ | 


"The: ert dbeſhd, 4 mould irhagine,” i 
— anſwered. Philip of France, in the fa- 
mous battle of Bovines, took a fanatic clergy- 
man who fought in the emperor's army; and kept # 
him cloſe priſoner. He was ſpeedily reclaimed 11 
by the Pope as a member of the church, whom 
to detain would be ſacrilege, and an offences againſt 
religion. But that liberal minded prince preſent- 
1 ing tothe meſſenger the priſoner's mace all covered 
1 with brains and his armour ſtained with blood, 
11 returned for anſwer, Take theſe, ſhew them 
= « to our holy father, and aſk him if this BY the 
« coat of bis ſon Foſeph. 55 


e . 


; 1 would put a fimilar queſtion to our Prote- 
| tant Popes. I would aſk them if it is from the 
4 horrors of laſt week, that the Proteſtant religion 
| is in future to be known by the nations abroad ? 
| Are exceſſes, at which the moſt unenlightened and 
| bigotted Papiſts would have ſhuddered, its genu- 
Mi ine fruits? Are murderers, and ſtreet robbers, and 
1 ruffians of every ſtamp, whom their crimes had 
4 | excluded 


FAY 


excluded from ſociety, .. the 33 it de- 


lights to call in to ſupport its cauſe? Are fire- 
brands and faggots kindled in the property of 


induſtrious tradeſmen, to the ruin of their 
unoffending families, the inſtruments it em- 
ploys to encreaſe its converts? Have we then 


changed creeds with the ſectaries we ſo much 


deteſt? Are we Proteſtants in name, but worſe 


than Papiſts in ſentiments? Have we taken 
up the doctrines of which they are at length 


aſhamed, and which they now reprobates 


as calumnies incompatible with their pro- 
feſſion? Is the reformed church in this en- 
lightened age, and under the reign of George III. 
as intolerant, as perſecuting, and as ſanguinary 


as ever the Papiſts were in the days of the "_ 
Mary ? 


I will go further. I will aſk them if the very 
principle of the petition itſelf is not repugnant 
to the very firſt principles of Proteſtantiſm ? If 
jt does not owe its riſe, progreſs, and complete- 


ment to a ſpirit of perſecution ? That foul ſpirit, 


which brooding over daggers, flames and penal 
reſtrictions, raiſed univerſal horror and deteſta- 


tation in the breaſts of men, and firſt ſevered 


from the ſee of Rome, where it had eſtabliſhed 
its tyranny, the countries happily viſited by the 
reformation. To the horrid cruelties of that 
foul ſpirit, we owe the downfall of Popery 
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. the Chriſtian e ee 


in theſe PN Piel raĩſed its tions 
teous fabric amidſt the rains; It laid its founda- 


tions on liberty of conſtience, and the Principles 
of univerſal toleration, and invoked to its tem- 


ples that mild and charitable enen 


LS 


1 this the Pirit of the petitioners 3 7 100 


2 amiable characteriſtics, which its primitive 


teachers apply to our holy religion, be aſcribed 
to thoſe modern apoſtles? Thoſe new reformers, 
who go about the country with bitter ending and 
ſtrife in their hearts; creeping into bouſes, and 
lying in wait for the imple and credulous, and a 


by falſe repreſentations, and rumours of ima- 


ginary dangers, impoſing on the ignorant, and 
leading captive filly women and children, many 
of whom have been induced by ſuch arts to 
ſign a petition with the purpens; of ad they 
are utterly * | 


2. What is this petition ? ? TY prays chat freſh 
Nene may be laid on a ſet ® of men, reduced 


at t preſent to very inconſiderable numbers, and 


This muſt be the object of the petitioners. The mY 
peal of the act of the eighteenth of this reign will not revive 
the ſeveral ſtatutes it was deſigned to annull, We muſt 


there fore add new ſtains to our ſtatute books, and entail freſh 


diſgrace on our Legiſlature, by enacting W penal 
laws. > 


\ 


whoſe 


KS 
; 25 


8 


* 


whoſe peareable deportment, whoſe cee 
to the government, and whoſe perfect reconci- 
lation to the Houſe of Hanover, and to the 
preſent conſtitution of the ſlate, demonſtrated 
by conduct, and avowed in public declarations, 
ſo lately united the whole n in their 
f favour. | 


It complains 3 what it calls the abſelute 
repeal of the moſt eſſential clauſes of a ſtatute, 
which at the very time of its bęing enacted, 
while the Papiſts formed a party in the kingdom 
formidable by their numbers, and while the 
people were yet inſecure againſt their apprehen- 
ſions of a Popiſh Sovereign, was contrary to 
the ſenſe of the nation; was never meant to 
Paſs even by the men who proſecuted the mea- 
ſure; was originally deſigned as a cauſe of 
quarrel with the great founder of our liberties, 


who was known to be the enemy of intolerance 
and — 


The petition affects the mg tenderneſs 
for the conſcience of thoſe whom it repreſents 
as the peſt of the community. It wiſhes to exter- 
pate them, in order to preſerve them from the 
| * of perjury. 


See Burnet's account a the act. 
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It takes upon itſelf to expreſs | a e on 
the part of, England at the preference that has 


been ſhewn to the fanaticiſm of Scotland, with 


wbich we are ſo happily united; and it claims for 
this kingdom a participation in the ſhame 
and guilt of intolerance, which in its baniſh; 
ment from the reſt of Europe ſeems reſolved to 
print its laſt footſteps on the extreme verge of 
that favourite iſland. 


It directs its complaint againſt the very ſpirit 


char dictates : its own prayer, and the dangerous 
defigns which its own ſupporters have ſo fatally 


realized, butwhich it applies to the Engliſh Catho- 
lics of this day. It lays to their charge perſe- 
cution, intolerance; ſedition, a diſpoſition to ſub- 


dert the ſtate, and to repeat thoſe rebellious and 


bloody ſeenes, which- Popery, vn fn PRETENCE 
or "PROMOTING | THE INTEREST OF. THE 


CHURCE, . exhibited in 2 4 hy a 
*A 3 letter has appeared in the public papers, 
8 the chairman of the Proteſtant Affbciation, where. 
with the rioters; 3 and. aſſerts that the military power 

was ID called in to refiſt the aſlociators, whom the ſecretary 


| takes upon him to diſtinguiſh by the general appellation of. 


the protęſtants of London. What then was that viotous allem- 


bly, that on the firſt day of OY the ——— met in 
$6 5080-16-16 282291 Seorge 
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"fo theſe i it fs in contraſt the praceabls * . 


ment of i its own ſubſcribers, and on their merit 
in this point it reſts all! its hopes of ſucceſs. 


Such 


St. George's] 8 Fields; j = . in 6 parade through 
the principal ſtreets of the city, with banners flying and 
practiſing every inflammator act of ſedition ; that ſur- 
rounded both Houſes of Parliament, that ſeized on the 
members as they were going down to the diſcharge of their 
du'y; and attempred their lives; that proceeded from 


| thence to the houſes of the foreign ambaſſadors, trampled on 


the law of nations, and deftroyed their property? Were not 


theſe Proteſtant Aſſociators ? Had they not been conbened 


by a public advertiſement, ſigned by the chairman, and 


counterſigned by the ſecretary? Were they not headed by 


the ebairman? Did not the chairman publicly call on the 


Aſſbeiation tb attend bim oh that day in ſuch numbers, 


and to come prepared to go all lengths with him? Did fie 
nbt addreſs them as affociators while they were committing 
thoſe exceſſes, -and thundering their menaces in the eats of 
the commoners? Wete they not inflamed to perſeverance, 
or prevailed on to diſperſe, at his word ? 

What was that tumultuous aſſembly that on the ſubſe. 


quent evening gutted the houſe of Sir. G, Savile, and, 


but for the intervention af #he military, would * ſet 1 it in 

flames! Were not theſe Aſſociators ; : | 
On Tueſday, when the petition was to be taken into 

conſideration, what was that tumultuous aſſembly whoſe 


riotous proceedings the guards, both horſe and foot, were 
called out to oppoſe on their ſecond attack on the Houſes of 


Parliament? Were not theſe Aſſociators? Did not the 
chairman acknowledge them for Aſſociators when he ſuffer- 


| ed them to draw himſelf and another reſpectable member of 
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Suck is the Petition fell, Son upon ima- 
ginary terrors, reſting its proofs on falſhood, 


and condemning in the ſtrongeſt terms its own 
principles, and the conduct of its ſupporiers. 


But ſuch as it is, who ave ſigned i it? Are they 
men, who 1 their character or their property 


the houſe of commons, who applied to bis Lordſhip for pro · 


zefion, to the houſe of Alderman Bull in the city? Was it 
not immediately after they had given this proof of their 
zeal and ref pect to their chairman that they proceeded ta 
pull down Newgate, for the avowed purpoſe. of releaſing 


from confinement three of their brethren, whom the mili- 


tary, that had been called in to. quell their riots on Saturday 
evening, had taken into cuſtody 2. 

Do they draw the line of ſeparation. from thee. * 8 
flagitious attempt? Or does the ſecretary not know that 
there are authentic proofs before the Council of protections 
given to particular houſes on the following night, ſigned 


by the chairman? Are not the men known who applied ta 


him en the. ſpot, to know if ſuch nee bad been really: 
granted to the houſes deſcribed ? 


Loet the Seeretary point out to u the moment when that 


xnruly and tumultuous mob, who, under pretence of oppoſing \ 
Popery, were guilty of ſo "many heinous offences, firſt took up 
the buſineſs of plundering, burning, and threatening the 
lives of individuals of all parties, from thoſe who had been 
aſſembled under the avowed authority of himſelf and the 
chairman, and then we may give ſome credit to his aſſer- 


tions, notwithſtanding his not having thought proper ta 


make them till after his warn s miniſters had Ficaled him 
from confinement, 
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prehenſions ? ? Do they enforce its ae 


3 


are entitledto adviſe the legiſlature. ? Intelligent, 
grave, ſober, conſiderate perſonages? Do we 


find on their liſt the names of the independent 
peers of the realm, of the great landed com- 


moners, of the gentlemen of the monied in- 
tereſt, of the yeomanry, or of a conſiderable 
number of reſpectable freeholders? Have the 
prelates and clergy of the eſtabliſhed church. 


ſet their hands to it? Do they z Join in its com- 


plaint ? Do they participate in its fears and ap- 


CJ 
1 
, * "Y 
* - 3 


Among farty dente whoare ſaid: to 15 5 


5 ſcribed j it, do we find more than ene archdeacon, 


reprobated i in this by all his brethren, and a few, 


very fem of the inferior clergy, notorious for 
| methodiſm, with Weſtley at their head? The 
reſt are taken from the very dregs of the people, 
from the frequenters of tabernacles, and nightly 


conventicles, from the fanatic followers of 
Weſtley and others like him, and from the ſcum 
of the Scotch fanatics, whom that nation has 
thrown. out in ſuch numbers upon this country, 
Nay, the very women and children have been 
called in to ſwell the number, and we find. 
among them a vaſt number of deluded wretches, 
who could not eyen write their names, and who, 
conſequently, muſt have been ignorant of the 
purport or meaning of the inſtrument they were 


| prevailed on to Gen with their marks, 


Can 


41 


Can ir be bad that ſuch u petition meets with 
ante concutrence ? Shall it be placed on a 
footing with thoſe petitions that ſhould com- 
mand the attention and compliance of the re- 
Fteſentatives of the people? Shall the infidious 


friends, and the avowed enemies to the liberties | 
_ of this country vhite in confounding the two 


cauſes together? Shall arguments be drawn from 


the rejection of the one, that can poſſibly be 


ſuppoſed to militate againſt the ſucceſs of the 


other? Shall the meetings of the ſeveral counties 


conſtitutionally aſſembled either by their ſheriffs, 


or by the gentlemen of the greateſt property and 


influence in their country, be inſulted by a com- 
pariſon with the congregations of ſome obſcure 
nurſeries of ſedition, and the fanatic clubs at 
Coach-maker's Hall? Shall petitions figned by 
the wealthieſt and moſt independent peers of the 


realm, by a majority of the commons, of the 
clergy,” of the yeomanry and freeholders of En- 


gland. Petitions preſented to parliament in a 
peaceable, orderly, and conſtitutional manner, 
and confiving themſelves to the decent, the 


manly language that becomes a people addrefling 
that branch of the tegiſlature that repreſetits their 


own body, and that is inveſted with their own 
| majeſty.—Shall ſuch petitions be degraded to a 
level with an inſtrument originating from me- 


| thodiſt 5 ſigned by the loweſt and moſt 


con- 


(361 


eontemptible. claſſes. of the populace, not pre. 


ſented, but forced on parliament, at the head of 
thirty thouſand of the ſcum. of the city, ſuch as 
we all have ſeen them poſſeſſing the avenues to 


both houſes, attempting to burſt open the doors, 
Inſulting the members, and threatening their 


lives, and then turning the overboiling rage of 
their fanaticiſm on the foreign ambaſſadors, who 


reſide among us under the faith of nations, and 


on induſtrious and harmleſs individuals, who 
claimed in ſecurity the protection of the laws, 


- till at length they wrought themſelves. up to 
that pitch of frenzy, that they broke open the 


priſons , deſtroyed the refidence of the magiſtrates, 


pulled down - houſes of the. moſt virtuous and 


diſtingyiſhed characters of all parties, attempted 
the bank, fired the city in all its quarters, and 
threatened the inhabitants wn n indiſeri · 


8 minate deſtruction. 4 


Can we for an inſtant admit the two caſes ta 
be fimilar ? Is there no difference between the 


gloomy ſuggeſtions, of religious enthuſiaſts and 
vifionaries, and the ſolemn deliberations of the 


freeholders of England on the moſt important 
concerns that can reſpect our peace, our happi- 


neſs, our very exiſtence as a people? Are we to 
make no diſtinction between the claims of men, 


complaining of grievances which they feel in 
| their 


| E 


their own ation; and the mand; of thoſe 
who call upon the legiſlature to inflit new pe- 
nalties and grievances on others? Shall we con- 
found the claims of men who pray for the re- 
dreſs of abuſes, the effects of which they feel in 
the diminution of their pro perty as individuals, 


and in the daily loſs of their poſſeſſions as a na- 


tion, with the demands of thoſe who would 
- compel parliament to invade the property of an 
unoffending claſs of the community, in order to 
guard againſt evils, which only exiſt in their 
owh imagination, and which it never can be in 


the power of the party they hold in ſuch affected 
dread to accompliſh.— That the enemies to the 


privileges of the people ſhould hold ſuch lan- 
guage, and confound the two caſes, is vot ſur- 
priſing; but that any ſet of men, who call 
themſelves our friends ſhould j join in the cry, 
and ſecond them in their purpoſes, is one of 
thoſe paradoxes, which we muſt leave to them 
ſelves to explain. n 


3. We come now to enquire whether the late 
act in fayour of the papiſts has been properly. 
repreſented” to the people? If it amounts to. 
a repeal of the penal laws? If it leads to 
the eſtabliſhment of that ſet? If they have. 


encreaſed 


be”) — 


(48 27 3 


, bee do an > alarming a_ fince the time 


of its being paſſed 7 


Jo ſorm a proper Salo n 0 thecs 


queſtions, we have only to conſider what indul- 
gencies have been granted by that Act, and what 
penalties may be inflicted on Papiſts, in virtue 


of other ſtatutes, . it has —_ emi Df in 


Te wy penaltics Titi by the At are, 
a tt The puniſhment of 'Popiſh Clergy, officiat- 
ing in their functions; which, by the ſtature of 
King William, was puniſhable by: N im- 


; Priſonment: Ene 


+,2dly, The puniſhment of Papiſts oinviged of 
keeping ſchools, or taking upon themſelves the 
education, or government, or boarding of youth, 


_ alſo puniſhable by perpetual impriſonment. 


 gdly. The forfeiture of Popiſh heirs, and the 
power given to the next of kin, being a Pro- 
teſtant, of inheriting in preference to the next 


heir, or even to the ſon, or other neareſt rela- 


tion, to take e of the W eſtates 
during his life. 

Athly. The Sand Papiſts 4 "—_— 
any property by purchaſe. — 

We muſt obferve, that not one of the j immu- 
nities granted by this Act can be claimed hy the 
e in Whole favour they have been granted, 
ä e | till 


6 9899 


till Gaſt they have taken dab: and fubſeribod 
a declaration of allegiance to his Majeſty; of their 
-willitignels to ſupport the Proteſtant ſucceſſion in 
the Houſe of Hanover, againſt all perſons whart- 
ever, and at every riſque, and of their abhor- 


- rence of the ſeveral tenets deſtructive of civil go- 5 


wernment, and incompatible with civil liberty, at 


any time imputed to them. Till they have com- 


plied with this condition, they are excluded from 
all the benefits of the Act, and are to all intems 
zend purpoſes, as mas to | the ancient e 
a if ĩt did not exiſt. 


The next _ we are to ednlideri is che deen 


gifs, 55 Vs 


"-The only Wiener obs to Prieſts hs 


'Schoabmaſters of that profeſſion; is an exemptibn 
from perpẽtual /impriſonment—a puniſhment hor- 
ible in its nature; and to an Engliſhman infinitely 
more dreadful than all the racks ind tortures of 


the Inquiſition, or _ even abs en painful and 


ignominibus death. ne 

By a ſtatute of Gern Elabem, they are All 
-liable-to a year's impriſonment, and a forfeiture 
of two hundred marks. Let the liberal/ and "the 


candid judge, if under the preſſure of that ſta- 
tote, their clergymen and teachers may be ſaid to 


99 to 11 TO —_ of the Vifing gene. 


iP | ration, 


„ 
ration as | ache: me bave bees bote do Tons” 
_ceve . $12 ei foil 

By a 83 of King Janes, contin: by: $1 
veral ſubfequent ſtatutes, they are excluded from 
thee xetCife of any” public office! or charge i in the 
Commonwealth, from the practice of the com- 
mon law, as a Counſettor,. Clerk, Solicitor, or 
Attorney; from the ptactice of the civil law, as 
Advocate or Proctor; from the practice of phyſicz” 
from every office in Courts, Corporations, and 
Garriſons and every gommiſſion, even to the 
loweſt in the army. By the ſame ſtatute they ate 
forbid to go five miles from home, to appear at 
Court, or to approgeh the preſence of the King 
or of the Heir apparent, to keep ne or to 
come within ten miles of London. 

By a ſtatute of Charles the Second. bey are 
excluded for ever from ſeats in Parliament, and 
from holding any Places under che n or 
about the King's perſon. : 

By the 1ſt Will. and Mary; they are forbidden 
to live within ten miles of London; and if they 
are poſſeſſed of a horſe above the value of five 
pounds, it is in the power of any two Juſtices of 
the Peace to ſeize him for the King's uſe. 5 
By che zd. James the Firſt, the buying or ſell- 

ing of 'Popiſh books is ſtrictiy prohibited; under 
a ener of a ſhillings for oyery book, &c. 
9 2 and 
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apd the books to be burnt. ; 1254 by che ame ſta 
 tpte proviſion i is made for diſabling n Bau, _ 


pſelenting ea rings: 
All theſe laws are fo. be. conſidered 8 — 
and like all other penal laws are to be conſtrued. 
ſtrictly and literally. It lies in the breaſt of every 
informer to preſent the offenders, and all Ma- 


giſtrates and ] vage are bowed, to enfares the, . 
veral penalties. | 


Is this Act then 4 „ 1 = the _ Fe 2 


Are theſe our tender mercies? Theſe the indul- 


gencies that give ſuch encouragement to that dan · 
gerous ſect, AS to threaten the ſubverſion. of. the 


5 State, the derbroning of. the King. and the eit 


Ade the ſucceſſion . of the Houſe. of Hanover: 1200 3 
| Pudet hærc o probria nobis, ie one 


£16 Aut dict potuiſſe” aut non potuiſſe rebel. . 


s : 4192 iy * 


Lia he lat thing we. are, a >..con6der under the N 


preſent head is, whether the, Roman Catholics . 
have 'encreaſed to an alarming. degree ſince the 


paſſing of the late Act in their fayour, CIP 


The very reverſe i is the fact. It is within the. 
knowledge of every man, that; ſince the mitiga 
tion of the penal laws't the number of converts to 
the eſtabliſhed Church, 'both;in this kingdom and 
in Ireland, has encreaſed, i ina tenfold. proportion, 


: With us the very heads of the Catholie party 


Ars _ over Kar den, 
ZE And 


FERRY 


(an) 


And cheſe are e the natural conſequences of reli- : 
gious indulgence. Perſecution is very properly 


P faid to be the ſoil of the Martyrs.” The ſuppoſed - 


merit of ſuffering for our religious tenets, and the 
rewards that we flatter ourſelves await us in an- 
other world, confirm us in our adherence to the 

moſt abſurd doctrines. Obſtinacy, - founded in 
ignorance, the natural and unconquerable diſpo- 

ſition of the human mind, that will ever render 
" averſe and unyielding to all reſtraint in matters 
of opinion, joined to the inſinuations of their 
clergy. in whom, alſo from ignorance, they 
Place implicit confidence, form the great ties on 
the lower claſſes. The pride of being at the bead. 
of a party, rendered important by being ſet up 
as an object of the collected indignation of the 
State, the vanity of excluſive patronage and pro- 
tection, the ſeeming illiberality and want of ge- 
neroſity in deſerting thoſe dependants that look 
up. to them in their ſufferings and diſtreſſes, 

againſt which they have no legal redreſs, theſe 


are the ſtrong matives that induence. the e 
and the great. 5 
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Theſe once withdrawn, the ſame liberal PRE 
ments that. influenced them to adhere to their 
ſyffering brethren, are ſuffered to operate to other 
purpoſes. Accuſtomed, from the philoſophical 
genius and temper of the age, to attend to the 


great 


„ 


. great Wa baren dag: religion, 4 in 
Preference to-the-miſerable diſlinctions i into Wien 
itthascbeen-ſplit by bigotted ſectares, andtenthu-! 


ſtaſts af: warm fancies and weak underſtandings; 
they have no longer dny indacement to forfeit the 


| privilegenof- their fellow - ſubjects. They aſpire? 
to thoſd conſequential and active ſituations in the 


Stato to which their birth and their fortune entitie 
them he example operates powerfully on thoſe 


which, under a Government like chisg are open to 


the abilities of men of every claſs. Deprived of the 


ſupport and countenance of their leaders, the de- 
pendants of che party dwindle away by degrees z - 
and thus a body, hic perſecution would have 
beund and connected together by the moſt indiſ. 


ſoluble bonds, crumbles and falis to Fier e 


moment that perſecution i is withdrawn, 
From the feveral' conſiderations that have * 
ready paſſed under our review, the juſtice or po- 
licy of repealing the: Act can ſcarce admit ob a an 
argument. 
Suppoſing the allegations et forth an the 8 
don to be true, and that the Popiſh--ſchools, | 


through the zeal of individuals, have multiplied : 
to an improper degree, is this a juſt reaſon why 
1 5 perſecution ſhould be let looſe on the 


whole 


vhohaur acquiredifortumes by their induſtry. They 
alſo are cambitious of aiming at thoſe honours, 


ce 230 


b party? Should it not have been che bu 


-neſs; of Government to interfere, and reſtrain the 
abuſe,” as they ſhould all other abuſes againſt the 
law, and not to eonſent to puniſh the unoffending 
part of that ſe&, who enjoyed the indulgencies al- 
Howed" them, peaeeably, and according to the 
b of the Legiſlature that granted them? 
Are parents to be puniſhed for giving thee 
children; the only education they can, conſiſtent 
with the ſcruples of their conſcience? Whether 
:thoſe ſcruples be juſt or unjuſt is the height of 
tyranny to determine for them; and to perſecute 
them in conſequence of that determination is ſtill 
2a more iniquitous violation of all juſtice and hyi- 
'manity. It is depriving” the parent of a right 
that is given him by Nature, and by Nature's God. 
It is wounding him in his tendereſt feelings, as 
it debars him the privilege of educating his be- 
loved offspring in the manner he thinks beſt for 
their. temporal and eternal happineſs. _ 
But this privilege is-abuſed. Proteſtants ſub- 
ſeribe to thoſe ſchools arts are practiſed-by Ca- 
tholics to induee the poorer ſort of Proteſtants to 
ſend their children there for inſtruction. * 
Theſe aſſertions want proof. But ſuppoſing 


rhem true, I ſee! no crime or danger in the hu- 


manity that induces a Proteſtant to ſubſeribe for 
inſtructing the ignorant, and if any arts are 
| practiſed 


| "IP 15 . ( 240 
prafliſed by Catholics to pervert Proteſtants to 
| e they may be proſecuted for the 
fence, and, on Proof, condemned to the penal- 
bY, hem of high treaſqn, in virtue of Statuts one 
ili are in force. n 56.155 
„It only remains to examine into ihe poli of 
_ repealing the Act. $ 
With this view, we muſt conſider the ſeveral 
indulgencies that have been granted by it. Pa- 
piſts, inſtead of ſending their children abroad, 
are, by this Act, empowered to give them an 
education at home, and to train them up in the 
ſociety to which they are connected by ſo many 
ties. Can it be maintained, that this policy is not 
.infigitely preferable to that of compelling | them 
to be ſent into foreign countries, : from theic 
earlieſt days? | | 


. te <4 bud © ©, en” A ©, +» Rv. ov 
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.0 „ Uben the Arideſt en; that 4 are 
found to be falſe. The perſons who, have been charged with 
them are found, zpox proof, to confine their charities to 
-thoſe of their own perſuaſion ; except in the inſtance of one 
Proteſtant Clergyman, whoſe circumſtances have recommend- 

ed him to the charity of a Lady, who is no leſs an orna- 
ment to her nation, than an honour to humanity. But the 
luxury of doing good is her only motive. Her only view 
is to relieve the wants of a fellow cteature. She has nothing 
to do vith his conſeitnce, | 'Proveſtant !-® gy, ood; kd thow 
Bro wag ꝗF32ͤ OTE 5D 1643 Y! _ 
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At We, W's 1 2 they contrah, 1 
they mult 75 the! prejudices of Engliſhmen,” | H . 
chey differ r m 88 in the reli ious principles: 85 


* 


. : they : are 9 to adopt, i it is norjpoſlible | but the * 
muſt imbibe the ſpirit of our free Conftirution, . 
E = which the example of other countries proves nor). 
I to, be incompatible with the profeſſion of the 
TE Catholic faith, They muſt contract that love. 


liſhman that has been a witneſs, from his . 
fancy, to the peculiar bleſſings of the Govern- 
ment under which he firſt drew his breath. = 
T bey get connected with Proteſtants 'of .their! 
own age and rank, and form thoſe early inticha⸗ 
cies with them, "which are kKnoun to influence 
Mt our winds ſo ſtrongly in all the an. of 
A 05 by compelling” "them to or ſent Wbibad; 
we expoſe t em to a depravity o principles, as 
well civil as religious; z We Tuffer them to imbibe 
the. prejudices, of * arbitraty States, and *t6*con- 
erat an attachment to their forms of Govern- 
ment, T hey, connet themſelves | in the ſtricteſt 
bonds of friendfhip, and, by a reciprocation of 
kigdneſſes, with., the natural epemies of their 
eoyntry. Theſe, they ever after conſider as the = 
dear companions. of their youth—t6 promote . 
7 Ae they feel themſelves impelled, by 
D the 


of their country, which ! is natural to every 3 


b. 26, J. 


Hy b he * recollettion. of the days of inpo- 
8 cckpce. and undiſturbed enjoyment they paſſed 
ogether, while they look upe on us as aliens and 
= ſecyrors, who caſt them out in their infancy, 
o like ſo many polluted things, and 'who receive 
1 them a among us again only on ſufferance. ar © 5 
Theſe obſervations are only applicable. to the. 
We ranks, | Among the lower claſſes, the 
policy of the indulgence i is {till more evident. 
g | Ignorance i is the mother of Superſtition. Is 
= there 2 Proteſtant who will not confeſs, that he 


cannot aff their clergy more efſectuallyx in 


| promoting. that flavery of the mind in which 
[4 . OF hold, che ir votaries, than by depriving the 
i. {e& of every opportunity of enlarging their 
} minds,” and improving their vnderſtandings 


This was the great inducement to repeal that 
\ abſurd. clauſe in the ſtatute of King William, 
and he muſt be a bad politician, and a worſe. 
Chriſtian, who condemns it. 5 : ha 
The next indulgence, granted by the Act, is 
that which prevents the next of kin, who i is 2 
Proteſtant, to inherit the fortune of the Popiſh 
heir, or to ſeize the cſtate, during the life of the 
Feapilt... 
I will not inſult che feelings of 1 my readers, by 
propoſing any argument on this ſubjeft, An Act 


[i of the Legiſlature that tempts the child to | rob 
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In pirent. or 10 do his bieder and redet 
him to beggaty, is , equally a diſgrace, io =o | 
Ratutes, and an outrage on humanity, + © 
A State may be „ to have ſunk to "we E 
ſtage of moral as well as Political” depraviy 
ny my opinion, one ſuppoſes the other) when t 
| "encourages its ſübjecks, by views of intereſt, to 
tranſgreſs the laws of Na ature, and to ttarple | on 
the ties of filial and brotherly affeQion; | The 
| advocates for fuch 3 A ſtate may | be = thing bur 
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nen. 1 
The lat Indulgence granted by q e A 


6 is the 
Yor of making purchaſes of land, and d ſecur- 


ing, or transferring their property. 18 1 

By this indulgence, Catholics, wi have 4e 
Ard fortunes by their induſtry, are prevented 
from laying out their money in foreign purchaſes, 
br lodging i it in foreign furids. They: its ſuffered to 
'acquire,; a permanent intereſt i in their State. They 
give us a ſtronger ſecurity for their, fidelity and 
attachment, as: they gain a ſolid and laſting 
property in the country, which they tan tranſmit 
to their children ſacred and uncontroverted. 

But under the preſſure of former ſtatutes, what 
1 hopes could we entertain of their attachment to 
XZ +the-eſtabliſhed Government? Could it be ex- 
pected or that they ſhould run any riſque in its 


"defence; When the conſequences of a change 
D 2 _ would 
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1. would, moſt probably, be a better tile to, their 

| | "poliions, a ſecurity 1 to their x property, and. a 
if 2 reſtoration to all the Pfivileges wy immunities 
| | 0 Feitizens*. 2 . 
| us 


"This ſecurity, . the free diſpoſal. of their 
Property is all the Act allows them. It neither 
. gives 1 them a vote in the choice of repreſentatives, 
W - nor does it indulge t them with the right of repre- 
| ſenting the property of others. How then can 
the petitioners affect toe dread that they can ſo far 
influence our elettions,” as to threaten the deflrufion 
of our happy Conſtitution ? Such an aſſertion might | 
have been of infinite ſervice in impoſing on the 
ignorant, and deluding the ſimple and uninform- 
ed; but that 1 it ſhould be ſeriouſly offered to Far- 


bi » After all, what ES purchaſerhave been made ſince the AQ? 
1.declare, I have never heard even of one, of any conſequence _ 
On the contrary, I have reaſon to believe, that forty times 
more Popiſh landed property has been ſold, or mortgaged, 
or paſſed into Proteſtant hands; by converſion, i in the two laſt 
years fince this Act, than is likely to be acquired and pur- 
9 chaſed by them in a hundred years. It is known that they 
1 cannot be members of any corporation, or qualified to vote 
| in any place whatſoever. It is known too, that the Knights 


j 1 olf the Shire, in the election of whom alone they can have 
hn even 4 remote influence by Freekolds, are not above Eighty, 
1 | and how the ſcattered pittances of property to be acquired 
i here and there in dribblets are likely to affect the choice of leſs 
| i than a fifth part of the Legiſlature,, | ſo as to overturn. the 


Conſtitution, every man of common ſenſe muſt be left to 
1 judge 


| j - | liament, 
Mit, F | 
it 
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liament, as an inducement, to inflict new penal- 
ties on the Catholics, is the !moſt conyincing 
Wo we can have, that the whole petition is nd 
leſs the production of fraud and the loweſt cun- | 
ning, than of weakneſs, Arr, and «ola N 
the extreme. . 1 9H A — 


8 2 * 


Upon the whole, I am of opinion, that a Ltd 


cool reflection, and a ſerious and unprejudiced 
. conſideration of the ſubject will lead every ſen- 


ſible and rational man to adopt the — con- 
cluſions: 


Iſt. That the Proteſtank 
to do in the late diſturbanges; 


2dly. That the prayer of t the petition by 55 


means meets with general approbation; and that 


neither from the num of character of the ſub- 
ſcribers, the object of their petition, or the man- 
ner of their proceeding, is it to be raiſed to a 


level with thoſe petitions that have been preſented 


in a conſtitutional manner, by the repreſentatives 


of ſeveral of the counties from their conſtituents» 


praying for a redreſs of their grievances. 


gdly. That the late Act, in favour of the 
Papiſts, has not been properly repreſented to the 
people ; that nothing can be further from the 


truth than, that it amounts to an abſolute repeal 


of the penal laws, or the eſtabliſhment of the 
Popiſh _ that lo far from their numbers 


having 
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iT 0 had nothing 


reaſed con- 
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in conſequence of the mitiga- 


of the penal laws, they have dee 
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